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MOROCCAN ESCAPES
Minarets, Mosaics and More — Photography in Morocco

Day 1, 19 March 2027, Casablanca arrival

Arrive into Casablanca international airport from Australia in the early afternoon. You will be
met by Heather and our driver/guide. Transfer to the hotel in central Casablanca and check
in. Tonight, we will have a welcome dinner together (cost included).

Some guests like to arrive a day early to help with jetlag and minimise the risk of missing the
start of the tour through unexpected delays. If you decide to arrive early, | can suggest some
photography spots to explore in Casablanca.

o/n Casablanca (D)
Day 2, 20 March 2027, Casablanca and Fes

We'll start our Moroccan photography journey with a visit to the Hassan Il Mosque, the
largest mosque in Africa and the only mosque in Morocco that non-Muslims can enter. The
mosque is a stunning building, with photography opportunities both inside and outside.
We’'ll take an official tour inside the mosque and spend some time taking photographs of
different aspects of the building from the outside.

WEe’'ll either grab a bite to eat before we leave Casablanca, or we’ll stop en route on the way
to Fes (three-hour transfer).



Fes el-Bali is the old medina of Fes, where we’ll spend most of our time. A UNESCO World
Heritage Site, and the cultural and spiritual capital of Morocco, with many beautiful fountains,
palaces and madrasas, it is the largest car-free urban area in the world and the perfect place
to immerse ourselves in Moroccan culture.

We'll check into our riad, a traditional Moroccan guesthouse (which itself has many
photography opportunities), and meet Omar, our local Fes-based photography guide, who
will be with us for the next two weeks.

Omar will introduce himself and outline the program for the coming days and we’ll discuss
how we might create a visual story of our trip. If there is time later this afternoon, we’ll
have an introductory photo walk in the medina.

o/n Fes (B)



Day 3, 21 March 2027, Fes

This morning, we’ll begin with architecture photography, photographing a madrasa
(religious school) in the medina. We'll aim to be there when it opens, before the crowds
arrive. We'll be looking at perspectives, patterns, symmetry, textures and details.

From the madrasa, we’ll head out into the media for a photography walk, guided by Omar.
We’ll wander through the narrow streets and alleyways, looking for interesting doorways,
murals, local fountains, vendors and street scenes, including a visit to the local fruit and
vegetable market. Here, we’ll photograph local vendors and the vibrant colours of their
fresh produce.




After lunch, our focus will be ‘telling a photo story’. We’ll meet with a local artisan, learn
about their craft and document their work with a series of photographs. Depending on how
the day goes, we may continue to another artisan or a local in their own home.

Before dinner this evening, and if the
weather is suitable, we will take the
short drive to the lookout near the
Merenid Tombs above the old city, an
ideal place to take sunset photographs
of the medina.

o/n Fes (B)



Day 4, 22 March 2027, Fes

This morning, we’ll begin with one of Fes’s most famous sights (and smells!), the Chouara
tannery, believed by many to be the oldest tannery in the world. We’ll get views of the
tannery from the balcony of a leather shop, overlooking the vats of coloured dye, before
going inside, where we’ll be guided by a worker who will explain the different stages of the
dyeing process and we’ll be able to take photographs as we go along.

After lunch, Omar will take us to an abandoned palace in the medina, a location to which
access is generally restricted. This is an opportunity to revisit some of the themes we’ve
been discussing, including perspective, texture, details, reflections, shadows, depth of field.

opportunity to share images taken so far, seek advice and ask any questions.

o/n Fes (B)



Day 5, 23 March 2027, Fes / Volubilis
This morning, there’ll be further opportunities for street photography.

After lunch, we’ll drive to Volubilis. The drive is about 1.5 hours to the Roman ruins, where
we’ll spend the late afternoon taking photographs of the temples, houses and municipal
buildings, including some beautifully preserved mosaic floors.

We return to Fes for our last night at our Fes riad.

o/n Fes (B)



Day 6, 24 March 2027, Fes to Zaida/Midelt

We say goodbye to Fes this morning and drive to
the cave houses of Bhalil where we can
photograph traditional houses built into the
mountainside and learn the fascinating history of
this area. We'll also stop in Sefrou for further
photography. These are small rural towns and
there may be other photo opportunities in the
area.

From there, it’s an hour’s drive through the
Middle Atlas Mountains to Ifrane, knows as the
Switzerland of Morocco. We'll stop in the cedar
forests outside the town to look for the barbary
apes who live in the forests here: an opportunity
to take some wildlife shots.

Another two and a half hours brings us to Zaida, a small town well-known for its street
barbecue restaurants. We'll have dinner here in a local restaurant and spend the night here
or in Midelt, to break up the drive to the desert.

Omar will be available this evening for image critiquing and any questions about your
photography experience so far.

o/n Zaida or Midlet (B)



Day 7, 25 March 2027, Rissani and Merzouga

We continue to Merzouga, the gateway to the Sahara. By lunchtime, we’ll be in the town of
Rissani, famous for its spice and livestock markets. This is an authentic local town that will
give you a glimpse of life in rural Morocco. We'll spend the afternoon in Rissani,
photographing the spices and some of the vendors.
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From Rissani, a 45-minute drive brings us to our accommodation in Merzouga, on the edge
of the desert. We'll be on the look-out for some off-the-beaten-track photo opportunities in
this area.

o/n Merzouga (B)



Day 8, 26 March 2027, Rissani, Khemliya and the Sahara

In Merzouga, we're very close to the village of Khemliya, just a short 15-minute drive away.

In Khemliya, we’ll meet and
photograph some local Gnaoua desert
musicians, whose ancestors were
brought through the Sahara in slave
caravans from central and west Africa.
WEe’ll have lunch here - a local
speciality called medfouna, known as
‘Berber pizza’.

After lunch, we’ll transfer by camel (or 4x4 if you prefer) to a desert camp and a Sahara
Desert experience in the dunes of Erg Chebbi. We'll explore some artistic shots of camels,
silhouettes and patterns in the sand. There may be an opportunity this afternoon to visit a
local family of desert nomads who live a subsistence life on the edge of the desert.

As the light fades, we’'ll find a spot to photograph the desert sunset, looking for light and
shadow. Tonight, after dinner, enjoy African drumming under the stars and spend the night
in a luxury tent, with en suite bathroom and air-conditioning.

o/n Sahara camp (B, L, D)



Day 9, 27 March 2027, Dades Gorge

For anyone keen to get up early, we'll photograph the sunrise from the dunes around the
camp, before returning to the camp for breakfast. After breakfast, we transfer back to
Merzouga by 4x4 to meet our transport and continue our Moroccan journey.

The Road of One Thousand Kasbahs takes us westward, before we turn into Dades Gorge,
where there are views of this spectacular gorge at every turn. Our destination will be the
famous zigzag road, which we can photograph from a viewpoint, looking back down the
valley.




This afternoon we’ll aim for some local photography, on a stroll either through the
community gardens that line the Dades River or one of the villages in the gorge. With any

luck we’ll meet some of the locals, we’ll view the famous rock formations of Monkey Fingers
Canyon and some of the many ruined kasbahs in this area.

o/n Dades Gorge (B)



Day 10, 28 March 2027, Skoura and Ait Benhaddou

A little over an hour and a half’s drive this morning brings us to the oasis of Skoura and a
very different landscape to Dades Gorge. We'll spend the morning with a local Berber
family, making bread in a wood fired oven and learning a little about their lives in this rural
community. Next up is a visit to Mohamed, a fourth-generation potter, who makes clay pots
on a rudimentary wheel, fashioned from an old car tyre.

Late this afternoon, we’ll continue to Ait Benhaddou, a UNESCO World Heritage Site,
ancient kasbah and filming location for many famous movies, including Gladiator and Game
of Thrones. The drive from Skoura is a little over an hour. We’'ll find a spot for some sunset
shots across the river, for views over the kasbah.

o/n Ait-Benhaddou (B)



Day 11, 29 March 2027, Ait Benhaddou to Marrakech

We'll catch sunrise this morning over Ait Benhaddou before breakfast. Then the rest of the
morning will be spent photographing in and around the village. There are many photogenic
arches, narrow alleyways and, on a clear day, a panoramic view from the top of the kasbah,
across the snow-covered High Atlas Mountains. This is a great location for landscape
photography.

After a morning of photography in Ait Benhaddou, we set off for the drive over the High
Atlas Mountains to Marrakech or the surrounding area, arriving in the early evening. Our
next destination is Essaouira, so tonight is just a stop en route. We’'ll be returning to
Marrakech medina in a couple of days’ time.

This evening, we’ll get together for a critique session with Omar to review our photographs
over the last few days.

o/n Marrakech (B)



Day 12, 30 March 2027, Essaouira

And now for the coast! Leaving Marrakech behind, we head west to the Atlantic coast and
the laid-back fishing port of Essaouira, arriving in time for lunch. There are many, many
photographic opportunities here, with the port, the old Portuguese ramparts, the medina
and sunset over the ocean.

This afternoon, Omar will guide us on a walk through the medina where we’ll be spoiled for
choice of photography subjects.

o/n Essaouira (B)



Day 13, 31 March 2027, Essaouira

A full day of photography in Essaouira.

We begin with a visit to the harbour this morning, where we’ll watch the fishermen working
on their nets and the dozens of blue fishing boats coming and going in the port.

After lunch, we’ll continue photographing in the medina. Maybe you’ll photograph some of
the hundreds of cats that live here or some interesting doorways.

In the evening, if the weather is favourable, we’ll make our way along the beach for a sunset
photo shoot.

o/n Essaouira (B)



Day 14, 1 April 2027, Marrakech

A three-hour drive brings us back to Marrakech in time for lunch.

We’'ll stay inside the medina, another UNESCO World Heritage site, a chaotic tourist hub
with a multitude of souks, overflowing with carpets, jewellery, brass lamps, kaftans,

Moroccan slippers, tagines, ceramics, wooden carvings and every imaginable souvenir.

After checking into our riad, Omar will take us on a photography walk in the maze of souks
that make up the Marrakech medina.

We’'ll be looking for colours and textures and street life in the medina.

Later this evening, we’ll meet a local guide for a street food tour, sampling local foods and
photographing the food and the vendors.
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